
Help
Command vi vim
Enter interactive Help F1 or :help
Get Help on a specific
command

:help command

Follow a Help link Ctrl ]

Re-draw the screen Ctrl l

Scrolling in a document
Command vi vim
Scroll screen forward Ctrl F Page ↓

Scroll screen backward Ctrl B Page ↑

Scroll half screen down Ctrl D

Scroll half screen up Ctrl U

Scroll one line forward Ctrl E

Scroll one line backward Ctrl Y

Cursor movement
Command vi vim
Left h ← or 7−→

Down (next line) j ↓ or Ctrl n

Up (previous line) k ↑ or Ctrl p

Right l → or

Beginning of line 0 Home

End of line $ End

Word forward w

Word backward b

Sentence forward )

Sentence backward (

Paragraph forward }

Paragraph backward {

Go to end of file G

Go to line number x x G

Like most vi commands, movement can also be
combined with a “repeat count” number. For exam-
ple, 20) moves the cursor 20 sentences forward while
4k25l moves the cursor 4 lines up and 25 characters
to the right.

Changing modes
Command vi
Escape to command mode Esc

Enter insert mode before the cursor i

Enter insert mode at beginning of line I

Enter insert mode after the cursor a

Enter insert mode at end of line A

Replace a single character r

Enter overtype (replace) insert mode R

Replace/change current word c w

Replace/change current line c c

Replace/Change to end of line C

Editing
Command vi
Undo last edit command u

Restore current line to original state U

Repeat last edit command .

Delete (x-out) a single character x

Delete current word d w

Delete curent line d d

Delete to end of line D

Copy (yank current word y w

Copy (Yank current line y y

Yank current word into buffer x (a-z) ” x y w

Yank current line into buffer x (a-z) ” x y y

Paste deleted/yanked text after cursor p

Paste deleted/yanked text before cur-
sor

P

Paste yanked text in buffer x (a-z) ” x p

Paste deleted in buffer x (1-9, it keeps
track of the last 9 deletes)

” x p

Like most vi commands, movement can also be
combined with a “repeat count” number. For exam-
ple, 10dd deletes the next 10 lines while 5yw yanks

(copies) the next 5 words. Note that most commands
act on the entire line when “doubled”, such as dd and
cc. Note also that many commands act until the end of
the line when capitalized, such as C and D.

Undo & fixing mistakes
Command vi
Undo last edit command u

Restore current line to original state U

Repeat last edit command .

Marking positions
Command vi
Mark current cursor position into x m x
Move cursor to marker x ‘ x
Move cursor to last mark “touched” ‘ ‘

Move to start of line of last marker
“touched”

’ ’

Move to start of line of marker x ’ x

Simple searching
Command vi
Search forward / pattern
Find again forward / Enter

Search backward ? pattern
Find again backward ? Enter

See the section “Metacharacters” for information
on patterns.

Search and replace
Command vi
Substitute foo for bar on cur-
rent line

:s/foo/bar

Substitute globally :s/foo/bar/g
Substitute globally in the entire
file

:%s/foo/bar/g

Substitute with confirm :s/foor/bar/c
Substitute global with confirm :s/foo/bar/gc
Substitute global in entire file
with confirm

:%s/foo/bar/gc



The “ex” command line
Command vi
Read (load) a file :r filename
Edit a file & insert at cursor :e filename
Write (save) to disk :w
Quit :q
Forced quit (no save) :q!
Write to disk and quit :wq
Execute an external Unix com-
mand

:!command

There are many more ex commands, descriptions
of which can be found in the ex man page. Note also
that most ex commands can be “forced” with !.

Metacharacters
Symbol Description
. Matches any single character (except new-

line).
Example: t.e matches tae, tbe, tce, tde, . . . etc

char* Matches zero or more repeats of a character
Example: tests* matches test, tests and
testssss

.* Matches any number of any character
[ chars ] Matches any one of the characters listed be-

tween the brackets. Character ranges can be
indicated with a hyphen.
Example: [Tt]est matches Test or test, [A-Za-z]
matches any letter, [0-48] matches 0, 1, 2, 3, 4
and 8

[ˆ chars ] Matches any one of the characters not listed
between the brackets
Example: test[ˆ0-9] matches testa and testb
but not test0 or test1

\<\> Matches characters at the start or end of a
word, respectively
Example: ing\>matches words ending in ing

ˆ Indicates the start of the line
$ Indicates the end of the line
\ “Escapes” the following character so vi will

treat it literally rather than as a command
\\ Indicates a literal \character

Metacharacters are used to extend the power of
searches by allowing you to make “fuzzy matches”
through the use regular expressions.

Notes

Brochure c© 2000, 2003 Tillman Hodgson.
Permission to redistribute this brochure to the general public at no

charge is granted and encouraged by the author.

Kudo’s to Daryl Warkentin for proof reading the first version of this brochure.

This brochure was created with the open
source typesetting program LATEX and the

keystrokes.sty style package.

Brochure version: November 13, 2003

V I
Quick Reference

By Tillman Hodgson


